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Attachment 1. 


27 April 1956 


B oard on Geographic Name* 


Th* BUN is charged by at* tut* with t he a tandar dlsati on of 
geographic names ia th* United State* and It* possessions , and ail 
foreign area* With the activation of th* HIS Program la 1941, 
there era* * need for the development of gas* t tee re to insure 
uniformity in geographic nan * a throughout th* approximately 
85 different eectloc* and related baa* map* of the MS for which 
production re a possibility wae eeaigaed to mere than 40 different 
components of LAC and non -LAC agencies. Arrangement* were 
made, therefore, to fiscally support th* BOH en a continuing 
basis in th* preparation of gazetteer a for the KL_ Program. 

la addition to the production oi th* gazetteer a the BGN also 
review* for geographic name consistency ait the contributions 
received from the mere than 40 contributor* to this program. 

At the time this gaeetteer program, era* started there were a# 
other gaeetteer* ic existence suitable for HIS purposes, and 
there Is still no other gaeetteer program in being that can meet 
requirements of the HIS Program end the intelligence community 
as a whole. 

Gazette* r • have been produced on more thee II oi the 101 
land areas of th* we. Id. However, because of the urgency of 
nr. eking approved standardised geographic nan.es available to 
HIS producing office* ia the early stages of the HIS Program, 
most of these gaeetteer* were produced la preliminary form 
with th* realisation that further name research and expansion 
of these ge setts* re would be accessary to fully most IftS 
requirements. Revision of these preliminary gaaetteers is 
now underway. 
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Spaeifie«lty, th« Office o i Geography, Deportment o i tba In tar tor, 
perform* the following servtes* and function* la contributing to tho 
National Intelligence Survey.' 

a. Undertake* research and goner ate • standard geographic 
names for reproduction sad distribution by CIA. These 
gasettssr* cover ail areas assigned for name standardisation 
research. 

b. Effects name standardisation for aad editing of base 
map* used by ail contributing agencies in their preparation 
of N1S Section* aad other element*. 

c. Edits ell NTS elements produced by the contributing 
agencies in the course of each fiscal year. This amount* to 
editing the teat aad accompanying tables, figures, end naps 
for accuracy aad constancy of geographic name usage of 
approximate ! y 556 N1S elements. 

d. Perform* such ether service* as the editing of 
supplementary geographic name lists, th* maintenance 
of a geographic name inquiries service, and the issuance 
of gasetteer correction lists. 
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